Cesarean delivery for abnormal labor.
Cesarean delivery is indicated at any stage in the labor process in the presence of nonreassuring fetal status or when conservative measures fail in the setting of abnormal labor. In the absence of maternal or fetal indications for expedited delivery, cesarean delivery is not indicated for latent phase disorders. When to intervene for protracted labor is arguable, but slow rates of labor progress are consistent with safe vaginal delivery. Cesarean delivery in the second stage should be avoided for at least 4 hours if there is progressive fetal descent.